Early interaction between tacrolimus and rifampin.
Drug interactions are unavoidable and need to be proactively identified and managed, in particular, the inductive effect of rifampin on tacrolimus whose potency and duration data are limited. We report the case of a renal transplant patient who was prescribed tacrolimus with preserved tough blood levels (C0) of 7.9 +/- 2 ng/mL. He presented ganglionic tuberculosis and started rifampin. One day later, C0 was 2.6 ng/mL with 5 mg/day. The serum creatinin was normal. Nine days later, C0 was 1.6 ng/mL with 7 mg/day. In this case-report, the tacrolimus-rifampin interaction occurred just one day after rifampin introduction necessitating early C0 monitoring.